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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5405

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Miurray, Tom
Kohl -Wel | es, Darneille, Hobbs, Harper, and Frockt)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 01/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to extended foster care services; anending RCW
13. 34. 145, 13.34.267, 74.13.020, and 74.13.031; reenacting and anendi ng
RCW 13.34.030, 74.13.020, and 74.13.031; creating new sections;
provi ding an effective date; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the federal
fostering connections to success and increasing adoptions act of 2008
provi des inportant new opportunities to increase the inpact of state
fundi ng through maxi m zi ng the anmount of federal funding available to
pronot e permanency and positive outcones for dependent youth.

(2) The legislature also finds that children and adol escents who
are | egal dependents of Washington state have experienced significant
trauma and | oss, putting themat increased risk for poor life outcones.
Longi tudi nal research on the adult functioning of former foster youth
i ndi cates a disproportionate |ikelihood that youth agi ng out of foster
care and those who spent several years in care wll experience poor
outconmes in a variety of areas, including limted human capital upon
which to build economc security and inability to fully take advant age
of secondary and postsecondary educational opportunities, untreated

p. 1 E2SSB 5405



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

mental or behavioral health problens, involvenent in the crimnal
justice and corrections systens, and early parenthood conbined wth
second-generation child wel fare i nvol venent.

(3) The legislature further finds that research al so denonstrates
that access to adequate and appropriate supports during the period of
transition from foster care to independence can have significant
positive inpacts on adult functioning and can inprove outcones rel ating
to educational attai nment and postsecondary enrol |l nent, enploynent and
earni ngs, and reduced rates of teen pregnancies.

Sec. 2. RCW 13.34.030 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 36 s 13 are each
reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

For purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Abandoned"” neans when the child's parent, guardi an, or other
custodi an has expressed, either by statenment or conduct, an intent to
forego, for an extended period, parental rights or responsibilities
despite an ability to exercise such rights and responsibilities. If
the court finds that the petitioner has exercised due diligence in
attenpting to |locate the parent, no contact between the child and the
child' s parent, guardian, or other custodian for a period of three
nmont hs creates a rebuttable presunption of abandonnent, even if there
IS no expressed i ntent to abandon.

(2) "Child," "juvenile," and "youth" neans:

(a) Any individual under the age of eighteen years; or

(b) Any individual age eighteen to twenty-one years who is eligible
to receive and who elects to receive the extended foster care services
aut hori zed under RCW 74.13.031. A youth who remai ns dependent and who
recei ves extended foster care services under RCW 74.13. 031 shall not be
considered a "child" under any other statute or for any other purpose.

(3) "Current placenent episode” neans the period of tine that
begins with the nost recent date that the child was renoved from the
home of the parent, guardian, or I|egal custodian for purposes of
pl acenent in out-of-honme care and continues until: (a) The child
returns hone; (b) an adoption decree, a pernmanent custody order, or
guardi anship order is entered; or (c) the dependency is dismssed
whi chever occurs first.

(4) "Departnment” neans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

E2SSB 5405 p. 2
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(5) "Dependency guardi an" neans the person, nonprofit corporation,
or Indian tribe appointed by the court pursuant to this chapter for the
limted purpose of assisting the court in the supervision of the
dependency.

(6) "Dependent child" neans any child who:

(a) Has been abandoned;

(b) I's abused or neglected as defined in chapter 26.44 RCW by a
person |l egally responsible for the care of the child;

(c) Has no parent, guardian, or custodian capable of adequately
caring for the child, such that the child is in circunstances which
constitute a danger of substantial damage to the child s psychol ogi cal
or physical devel opnent; or

(d) I's receiving extended foster care services, as authorized by
RCW 74. 13. 031.

(7) "Devel opnental disability" means a disability attributable to
intellectual disability, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism or another
neur ol ogi cal or other condition of an individual found by the secretary
to be closely related to an intellectual disability or to require
treatnment simlar to that required for individuals with intellectua
disabilities, which disability originates before the individual attains
age eighteen, which has continued or can be expected to continue
indefinitely, and which constitutes a substantial limtation to the
i ndi vi dual

(8) "Extended foster care services" neans residential and other
support services the departnent is authorized to provide under RCW
74.13.031. These services may include placenent inlicensed, relative,
or otherw se approved care, or supervised independent living settings;
assi stance in neeting basic needs; independent |iving services; nedical
assi stance; and counseling or treatnent.

(9) "Quardian" neans the person or agency that: (a) Has been
appoi nted as the guardian of a child in a | egal proceeding, including
a guardi an appoi nted pursuant to chapter 13.36 RCW and (b) has the
| egal right to custody of the child pursuant to such appointnment. The
term "guardi an" does not include a "dependency guardian" appointed
pursuant to a proceedi ng under this chapter.

(10) "CGuardian ad litent neans a person, appointed by the court to
represent the best interests of a child in a proceeding under this
chapter, or in any matter which nay be consolidated with a proceedi ng
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under this chapter. A "court-appointed special advocate" appointed by
the court to be the guardian ad litem for the child, or to perform
substantially the sanme duties and functions as a guardian ad litem

shall be deened to be guardian ad |litem for all purposes and uses of

this chapter.

(11) "Quardian ad litem prograni nmeans a court-authorized vol unt eer
program which is or may be established by the superior court of the
county in which such proceeding is filed, to manage all aspects of
vol unteer guardian ad litem representation for children alleged or
found to be dependent. Such nmanagenent shall include but is not
l[imted to: Recruitnment, screening, training, supervision, assignnment,
and di scharge of vol unt eers.

(12) "Housing assistance" neans appropriate referrals by the
departnent or other supervising agencies to federal, state, local, or
private agencies or organi zations, assistance with forns, applications,
or financial subsidies or other nonetary assistance for housing. For
purposes of this chapter, "housing assistance”" is not a renedial
service or tinme-limted famly reunification service as described in
RCW 13. 34. 025( 2).

(13) "Indigent" neans a person who, at any stage of a court
proceedi ng, is:

(a) Receiving one of the followng types of public assistance:
Tenporary assistance for needy famlies, aged, blind, or disabled
assistance benefits, nedical care services under RCW 74.09.035,
pregnant wonen assi stance benefits, poverty-rel ated veterans' benefits,
food stanps or food stanp benefits transferred el ectronically, refugee
resettlement benefits, nmedicaid, or supplenental security incone; or

(b) I'nvoluntarily commtted to a public nental health facility; or

(c) Receiving an annual incone, after taxes, of one hundred twenty-
five percent or less of the federally established poverty | evel; or

(d) Unable to pay the anticipated cost of counsel for the matter
before the court because his or her available funds are insufficient to
pay any anmount for the retention of counsel.

(14) "CQut-of-honme care" neans placenent in a foster famly hone or
group care facility licensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCWor pl acenent
in a home, other than that of the child' s parent, guardian, or |ega
custodi an, not required to be |icensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW

E2SSB 5405 p. 4
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(15) "Preventive services" nmeans preservation services, as defined
in chapter 74.14C RCW and other reasonably available services,
i ncl udi ng housi ng assi stance, capable of preventing the need for out-
of - hone pl acenent while protecting the child.

(16) "Shelter care" neans tenporary physical care in a facility
licensed pursuant to RCW 74.15.030 or in a honme not required to be
i censed pursuant to RCW 74. 15. 030.

(17) "Sibling" neans a child's birth brother, birth sister,
adopti ve brother, adoptive sister, half-brother, or half-sister, or as
defined by the | aw or customof the Indian child s tribe for an Indian
child as defined in RCW13. 38. 040.

(18) "Social study" nmeans a witten evaluation of matters rel evant
to the disposition of the case and shall <contain the follow ng
i nformati on:

(a) A statenent of the specific harmor harns to the child that
intervention is designed to alleviate;

(b) A description of the specific services and activities, for both
the parents and child, that are needed in order to prevent serious harm
to the child; the reasons why such services and activities are likely
to be wuseful; the availability of any proposed services; and the
agency's overall plan for ensuring that the services will be delivered.
The description shall identify the services chosen and approved by the
par ent ;

(c) If renmoval is recommended, a full description of the reasons
why the child cannot be protected adequately in the honme, including a
description of any previous efforts to work with the parents and the
child in the hone; the in-hone treatnent prograns that have been
considered and rejected; the preventive services, including housing
assi stance, that have been offered or provided and have failed to
prevent the need for out-of-hone placenent, unless the health, safety,
and wel fare of the child cannot be protected adequately in the honeg;
and the parents' attitude toward pl acenent of the child;

(d) A statenent of the likely harnms the child wll suffer as a
result of renoval
(e) A description of the steps that will be taken to m nimze the

harmto the child that may result if separation occurs including an
assessnment of the child' s relationship and enotional bond with any
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si blings, and the agency's plan to provi de ongoi ng contact between the
child and the child's siblings if appropriate; and

(f) Behavior that w1l be expected before determ nation that
supervision of the famly or placenent is no | onger necessary.

(19) "Supervising agency" neans an agency licensed by the state
under RCW74.15.090, or licensed by a federally recognized Indian tribe
|located in this state under RCW 74.15.190, that has entered into a
performance-based contract wth the departnent to provide case
managenent for the delivery and docunentation of child welfare services
as defined in RCW 74. 13. 020.

(20) "Medical condition" neans, for the purpose of qualifying for
extended foster care services, a_short-term or |ong-term physical or
nental health condition as verified and docunented by a health care
provi der.

(21) "Nonm nor dependent” neans_any_individual age_eighteen_to
twenty-one years _for whomthere was an open_dependency proceeding at
the tinme that he or she reached the age of eighteen years, or _who is
released from the juvenile rehabilitation admnistration and_ had_an
open dependency proceeding at the tinme of his or her commtnent, and
who neets the eligibility requirenents for extended foster care
services authorized under RCW 74. 13. 031.

(22) "Supervised independent |iving" includes, but is not limted
to, apartnent living, room_ and_ board arrangenents, college or
university dormtories, and shared roonmate setti ngs.

Sec. 3. RCW13.34. 145 and 2011 ¢ 330 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The purpose of a permanency planning hearing is to review the
permanency plan for the child, inquire into the welfare of the child
and progress of the case, and reach decisions regarding the pernmanent
pl acenent of the child.

(a) A permanency pl anning hearing shall be held in all cases where
the child has remai ned in out-of-honme care for at |east nine nonths and
an adopti on decree, guardianship order, or pernmanent custody order has
not previously been entered. The hearing shall take place no later
than twelve nonths follow ng comencenent of the current placenent
epi sode.

E2SSB 5405 p. 6
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(b) Wienever a child is removed from the home of a dependency
guardi an or long-termrelative or foster care provider, and the child
is not returned to the hone of the parent, guardian, or |egal custodi an
but is placed in out-of-honme care, a permanency pl anni ng heari ng shal
take place no later than twelve nonths, as provided in this section,
follow ng the date of renoval unless, prior to the hearing, the child
returns to the honme of the dependency guardian or |long-term care
provider, the child is placed in the hone of the parent, guardian, or
| egal custodi an, an adoption decree, guardi anship order, or a pernanent
custody order is entered, or the dependency is dism ssed. Every effort
shall be nmade to provide stability in |long-termplacenent, and to avoid
di sruption of placenent, unless the child is being returned hone or it
is inthe best interest of the child.

(c) Permanency planning goals should be achieved at the earliest
possi bl e date, preferably before the child has been in out-of-hone care

for fifteen nonths. In cases where parental rights have been
termnated, the child is legally free for adoption, and adoption has
been identified as the primary permanency planning goal, it shall be a

goal to conplete the adoption within six nonths follow ng entry of the
term nation order.

(2) No later than ten working days prior to the permanency pl anni ng
heari ng, the agency having custody of the child shall submt a witten
per manency plan to the court and shall mail a copy of the plan to all
parties and their | egal counsel, if any.

(3) Subject to the availability of anpbunts appropriated for _this
specific purpose, when the youth is at |east age seventeen years but
not older than seventeen years and six nonths, the departnent shal
provide the youth with witten docunentation_ which explains_ the
avai lability of extended foster care services and detailed instructions
regarding_how the_ youth nmay access_ such_services_ after he_ or_she
reaches age ei ghteen years.

(4) At the permanency pl anni ng hearing, the court shall conduct the
follow ng inquiry:

(a) If a goal of long-term foster or relative care has been
achieved prior to the permanency planning hearing, the court shal
review the child' s status to determ ne whether the placenent and the
plan for the child' s care renmai n appropri ate.

p. 7 E2SSB 5405
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(b) I'n cases where the primary pernmanency planning goal has not
been achi eved, the court shall inquire regarding the reasons why the
pri mary goal has not been achi eved and determ ne what needs to be done
to make it possible to achieve the primary goal. The court shal
review the permanency plan prepared by the agency and make explicit
findi ngs regardi ng each of the foll ow ng:

(1) The continuing necessity for, and the safety and
appropri ateness of, the placenent;

(ii) The extent of conpliance with the permanency plan by the
department or supervising agency and any other service providers, the
child s parents, the child, and the child' s guardian, if any;

(ti1) The extent of any efforts to involve appropriate service
providers in addition to departnent or supervising agency staff in
planning to neet the special needs of the child and the child's
parents;

(tv) The progress toward elimnating the causes for the child's
pl acement outside of his or her honme and toward returning the child
safely to his or her hone or obtaining a permanent placenent for the
chil d;

(v) The date by which it is likely that the child wll be returned
to his or her home or placed for adoption, with a guardian or in sone
other alternative permanent placenent; and

(vi) If the child has been placed outside of his or her hone for
fifteen of the nost recent twenty-two nonths, not including any peri od
during which the child was a runaway fromthe out-of-honme placenent or
the first six nonths of any period during which the child was returned
to his or her hone for a trial hone visit, the appropriateness of the
per manency plan, whether reasonable efforts were made by the depart nent
or supervising agency to achieve the goal of the permanency plan, and
t he circunstances which prevent the child fromany of the foll ow ng:

(A) Being returned safely to his or her hone;

(B) Having a petition for the involuntary term nation of parental
rights filed on behalf of the child,

(C) Being placed for adoption;

(D) Being placed with a guardi an;

(E) Being placed in the hone of a fit and willing relative of the
child; or

E2SSB 5405 p. 8
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(F) Being placed in sone other alternative permanent placenent,
i ncl udi ng i ndependent living or long-termfoster care.

At this hearing, the court shall order the departnent or
supervising agency to file a petition seeking term nation of parental
rights if the child has been in out-of-hone care for fifteen of the
| ast twenty-two nonths since the date the dependency petition was filed
unl ess the court nmakes a good cause exception as to why the filing of
a termnation of parental rights petitionis not appropriate. Any good
cause finding shall be reviewed at all subsequent hearings pertaining
to the child. For purposes of this section, "good cause exception”
includes but is not limtedto the followng: The child is being cared
for by a relative; the departnment has not provided to the child's
famly such services as the court and the departnment have deened
necessary for the child' s safe return honme; or the departnent has
docunented in the case plan a conpelling reason for determ ning that
filing a petition to termnate parental rights would not be in the
child s best interests.

(c)(i) If the permanency plan identifies independent living as a
goal, the court shall make a finding that the provision of services to
assist the child in making a transition fromfoster care to i ndependent
living wll allowthe child to manage his or her financial, personal
social, educational, and nonfinancial affairs prior to approving
i ndependent living as a permanency plan of care. The court wll
i nqui re whether the child has been provided informati on about extended
foster care services.

(1i) The permanency plan shall also specifically identify the
servi ces, including extended foster care services, where appropriate,
that will be provided to assist the child to nmake a successful
transition fromfoster care to i ndependent I|iving.

(ii1) The departnent or supervising agency shall not discharge a
child to an independent |living situation before the child is eighteen
years of age unless the child becones emanci pated pursuant to chapter
13. 64 RCW

(d) If the child has resided in the home of a foster parent or
relative for nore than six nonths prior to the permanency planning
hearing, the court shall:

(1) Enter a finding regardi ng whether the foster parent or relative

p. 9 E2SSB 5405
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was informed of the hearing as required in RCW74.13. 280, 13. 34.215(6),
and 13. 34. 096; and

(i) If the departnment or supervising agency is recomending a
pl acenent other than the child s current placenent with a foster
parent, relative, or other suitable person, enter a finding as to the
reasons for the recommendation for a change in placenent.

((64))) (5 In all cases, at the permanency pl anning hearing, the
court shall:

(a)(i) Oder the permanency plan prepared by the supervising agency
to be i npl enented; or

(i1) Modify the permanency plan, and order inplenentation of the
nmodi fi ed plan; and

(b)(i) Order the child returned hone only if the court finds that
a reason for renoval as set forth in RCW13.34. 130 no | onger exists; or

(ii) Oder the child to remain in out-of-honme care for alimted
specified tinme period while efforts are nade to inplenent the
per mnency pl an.

((65))) (6) Following the first permanency planning hearing, the
court shall hold a further permanency planning hearing in accordance
with this section at |east once every twelve nonths until a pernanency
pl anning goal is achieved or the dependency is dism ssed, whichever
occurs first.

((66))) (7) Prior to the second permanency planning hearing, the
agency that has custody of the child shall consider whether to file a
petition for term nation of parental rights.

((6H)) (8) If the court orders the child returned honme, casework
supervi sion by the departnent or supervising agency shall continue for
at least six nonths, at which tinme a review hearing shall be held
pursuant to RCW 13. 34. 138, and the court shall determ ne the need for
continued intervention.

((68))) (9) The juvenile court may hear a petition for pernmanent
| egal custody when: (a) The court has ordered inplenentation of a
per manency plan that includes permanent |egal custody; and (b) the
party pursuing the permanent |egal custody is the party identified in
the permanency plan as the prospective |egal custodian. During the
pendency of such proceeding, the court shall conduct review hearings
and further permanency planning hearings as provided in this chapter.
At the conclusion of the | egal guardi anship or pernmanent | egal custody

E2SSB 5405 p. 10
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proceedi ng, a juvenile court hearing shall be held for the purpose of
det er mi ni ng whet her dependency should be dism ssed. |f a guardianship
or permanent custody order has been entered, the dependency shall be
di sm ssed.

((69Y)) (10) Continued juvenile court jurisdiction under this
chapter shall not be a barrier to the entry of an order establishing a
| egal guardi anship or permanent |egal custody when the requirenents of
subsection ((£8))) (9) of this section are net.

((26))) (11) Nothing in this chapter may be construed to limt the
ability of the agency that has custody of the child to file a petition
for termnation of parental rights or a guardianship petition at any
time followng the establishnment of dependency. Upon the filing of
such a petition, a fact-finding hearing shall be schedul ed and held in
accordance wth this chapter unless the departnent or supervising
agency requests dismssal of the petition prior to the hearing or
unl ess the parties enter an agreed order term nating parental rights,
est abl i shi ng guardi anshi p, or otherwi se resolving the matter.

((xH)) (12) The approval of a permanency plan that does not
contenplate return of the child to the parent does not relieve the
supervi sing agency of its obligation to provide reasonable services,
under this chapter, intended to effectuate the return of the child to
the parent, including but not limted to, visitation rights. The court
shall consider the child s relationships with siblings in accordance
wi th RCW13. 34. 130.

((+2>)) (13) Nothing in this chapter may be construed to limt the
procedural due process rights of any party in a termnation or
guar di anshi p proceeding filed under this chapter.

Sec. 4. RCW13.34.267 and 2012 ¢ 52 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) In order to facilitate the delivery of extended foster care
services, the court shall postpone for six nonths the dismssal of a
dependency proceedi ng for any ((ehit+d)) youth who is a dependent child
in foster care at the age of eighteen years and who, at the tinme of his
or her eighteenth birthday, is:

(a) Enrolled in a secondary education program or a secondary
educati on equi val ency program ((e+))

p. 11 E2SSB 5405
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(b) Enrolled and_participating in a postsecondary academ c or
post secondary vocati onal program or has applied for and can
denonstrate that he or she intends to tinely enroll in a postsecondary
academ c or postsecondary vocational program_

(c) Participating in_a program or_activity designed to_ pronote
enpl oynent or renbve barriers to enpl oynent;

(d) Engaging in enploynent for eighty hours or nore per nonth; or

(e) Incapable of engaging in any of the activities described in (a)
or (d) of this subsection due to a nedical condition that is supported
by reqularly updated information.

(2)(a) ((The six-nonth postponenrent under this subsection is
intended to allow a reasonable w ndow of opportunity for an eligible
yotth—who—reaches—theage ol —etghteentoreguest—extendedtoster—care
services from the departnent or supervising agency. The court shall
di sm ss the dependency i1 the youth:

- —Has — ot —reguested —extended —foster—care—services —from—the
I I I | of ¢ . I od:

e | Liaible lod : I

; 13 e . i I : I o,

an T I . . I lod

care program  the departnent is relieved of any supervisory
il : I h
{3y A youth who participates in extended foster care while

faHs—to—t+rely—enrolH—or—econtinue—in—the—postsecondary—program—or
I _whicl . Lier
n I o g f : : ‘o

the—dependenecy—proceedi-ng—Fhe—youth-s—parent—oer—guardi-an—shatl-—be

a aa a¥a aYaalh il aValilla FaVaVYaVaVaVa¥a N a A a a a¥a'

£5))) If the court maintains the_dependency proceeding of a youth
pursuant to_subsection (1)(a) or (b) of this section, the youth_ is

E2SSB 5405 p. 12
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eligible to receive extended foster care_ services pursuant to RCW
74.13.031, subject to the youth's continuing eligibility and agreenent
to participate.

(b) If the court maintains the dependency proceeding of a youth
pursuant to_subsection (1)(c) through (e) of this section, the youth
may be eligible to receive_extended foster care_services pursuant to
RCW 74.13.031 to the extent funds are specifically appropriated for
this purpose and_ subject to the youth's continuing eligibility and
agreenent to participate.

(3) A youth receiving extended foster care services is a party to
the dependency proceeding. The youth's parent or guardian_ nust_ be
dism ssed fromthe dependency proceedi nhg when the youth reaches the age
of ei ght een.

(4)(a) The court shall dism ss_the dependency proceeding for any
child who is_a dependent child in foster care and who, at the age of
eighteen _years and_six_nonths, does not neet any of the criteria
described in subsection (1)(a) or (b) of this section or does not agree
to participate in the program

(b) The court shall also dism ss the dependency proceedi ng for any
child who is_a dependent child in foster care and who, at the age of
eighteen _years and_six_nonths, does not neet any of the criteria
described in_subsection (1)(c) through (e) of this section, does not
agree to participate in the program or if services are not available
due to funding not being appropriated specifically for this purpose.

(5) The court shall order a youth participating in extended foster
care services to be under the placenent and care authority of the
departnment, subject to the youth's continuing agreenent to participate
in extended foster care services. The departnent nmay establish foster
care_rates appropriate to the needs of the_ youth participating in
extended foster care services.

(6) The court shall appoint counsel to represent a youth, as
defined in RCW 13.34.030(2)(b), in dependency proceedi ngs under this
section.

(7) The case plan for and delivery of services to a youth receiving
extended foster care services is subject to the reviewrequirenents set
forth in RCW 13.34.138 and 13.34.145, and should be applied in a
devel opnentally appropriate manner, as they relate to youth age
ei ghteen to twenty-one years. Additionally, the court shall consider:
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(a) Whether the youth is safe in his or her placenent;

(b) Whether the youth continues to be eligible for extended foster
care services;

(c) VWhether the current placenent is devel opnentally appropriate
for the youth;

(d) The youth's devel opnent of independent living skills; and

(e) The youth's overall progress toward transitioning to full
i ndependence and the projected date for achieving such transition.

(8) Prior to the review hearing, the youth's attorney shal
indicate whether there are any contested issues and may provide
addi tional information necessary for the court's review

(9) Upon the request of the youth, or when the youth is no | onger
eligible to receive extended foster care services according to rules
adopt ed by the departnent, the court shall dism ss the dependency.

Sec. 5. RCW74.13.020 and 2012 ¢ 205 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

For purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Case managenent"” neans convening famly neetings, devel opi ng,
revising, and nonitoring inplenentation of any case plan or individual
service and safety plan, coordinating and nonitoring services needed by
the child and famly, caseworker-child visits, famly visits, and the
assunption of court-related duties, excluding |egal representation,
including preparing court reports, attending judicial hearings and
per manency hearings, and ensuring that the child is progressing toward
permanency within state and federal nmandates, including the Indian
child wel fare act.

(2) "Child" neans:

(a) A person | ess than ei ghteen years of age; or

(b) A person age eighteen to twenty-one years who is eligible to
receive the extended foster care services authorized under RCW
74.13. 031.

(3) "Child protective services" has the sanme neaning as in RCW
26. 44. 020.

(4) "Child welfare services" neans social services including
vol untary and in-honme services, out-of-hone care, case nanagenent, and
adoption services which strengthen, supplenent, or substitute for,
parental care and supervision for the purpose of:

E2SSB 5405 p. 14
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(a) Preventing or remedying, or assisting in the solution of
problenms which may result in famlies in conflict, or the neglect,
abuse, exploitation, or crimnal behavior of children;

(b) Protecting and caring for dependent, abused, or neglected
chil dren;

(c) Assisting children who are in conflict with their parents, and
assisting parents who are in conflict with their children, wth
servi ces designed to resol ve such conflicts;

(d) Protecting and pronoting the welfare of children, including the
strengt hening of their own homes where possible, or, where needed;

(e) Providing adequate care of children away from their hones in
foster famly honmes or day care or other child care agencies or
facilities.

"Child welfare services" does not include <child protection
servi ces.

(5 "Commttee" neans the child welfare transformation design
comm ttee.

(6) "Departnment” neans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(7) "Extended foster care services" neans residential and other
support services the departnent is authorized to provide to foster
children. These services nay include((-—but—are—not—Hnted—toy))
pl acenrent in licensed, relative, or otherwi se approved care, or
supervi sed independent living settings; assistance in neeting basic
needs; independent |iving services; nedical assistance; and counseling
or treatnent.

(8) "Measurable effects”" neans a statistically significant change
which occurs as a result of the service or services a supervising
agency is assigned in a performance-based contract, in tinme periods
established in the contract.

(9) "Qut-of-hone care services" neans services provided after the
shelter care hearing to or for children in out-of-hone care, as that
termis defined in RCW 13.34.030, and their famlies, including the
recruitnment, trai ni ng, and managenent of foster parents, t he
recruitment of adoptive famlies, and the facilitation of the adoption
process, famly reunification, independent |iving, enmergency shelter,
residential group care, and foster care, including relative placenent.
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(10) "Performance-based contracting" neans the structuring of al
aspects of the procurenent of services around the purpose of the work
to be perfornmed and the desired results with the contract requirenents
set forth in clear, specific, and objective ternms wth neasurable
out cones. Contracts shall also include provisions that Iink the
performance of the contractor to the level and timng of reinbursenent.

(11) "Permanency services" mneans long-term services provided to
secure a child's safety, permanency, and well-being, including foster
care services, famly reunification services, adoption services, and
preparation for independent |iving services.

(12) "Primary prevention services" nmeans services which are
desi gned and delivered for the primary purpose of enhancing child and
famly well-being and are shown, by anal ysis of outcones, to reduce the
risk tothe likelihood of the initial need for child welfare services.

(13) "Supervising agency" neans an agency licensed by the state
under RCW74.15.090, or licensed by a federally recogni zed I ndian tribe
|ocated in this state under RCW 74.15.190, that has entered into a
performance-based contract wth the departnent to provide case
managenent for the delivery and docunentation of child welfare
services, as defined in this section. This definition is applicable on
or after Decenber 30, 2015.

(14) "Medical condition"” neans, for the purpose of qualifying for
extended foster care services, a_short-term or |ong-term physical or
nental health condition as verified and docunented by a health care
provi der.

(15)  "Nonm nor _dependent” neans_any_individual age_eighteen_to
twenty-one years for whomthere was an open_dependency proceedi ng at
the tinme that he or she reached the age of eighteen years, or _who is
released from the juvenile rehabilitation admnistration and_ had_an
open dependency proceeding at the tinme of his or her commtnent, and
who neets the eligibility requirenents for extended foster care
services authorized under RCW 74. 13. 031.

(16) "Supervised independent living" includes, but is not limted
to, apartnent living, room_ and_ board arrangenents, college or
university dormtories, and shared roonmate setti ngs.

Sec. 6. RCW 74. 13. 020 and 2012 ¢ 259 s 7 and 2012 ¢ 205 s 12 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:
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For purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Case managenent"” neans convening famly neetings, devel opi ng,
revising, and nonitoring inplenmentation of any case plan or individual
service and safety plan, coordinating and nonitoring services needed by
the child and famly, caseworker-child visits, famly visits, and the
assunption of court-related duties, excluding |egal representation,
including preparing court reports, attending judicial hearings and
per manency hearings, and ensuring that the child is progressing toward
permanency within state and federal nmandates, including the Indian
child wel fare act.

(2) "Child" neans:

(a) A person | ess than ei ghteen years of age; or

(b) A person age eighteen to twenty-one years who is eligible to
receive the extended foster care services authorized under RCW
74.13. 031.

(3) "Child protective services" has the sanme neaning as in RCW
26. 44. 020.

(4) "Child welfare services" neans social services including
vol untary and in-home services, out-of-hone care, case nanagenent, and
adoption services which strengthen, supplenent, or substitute for,
parental care and supervision for the purpose of:

(a) Preventing or renmedying, or assisting in the solution of
problenms which may result in famlies in conflict, or the neglect,
abuse, exploitation, or crimnal behavior of children;

(b) Protecting and caring for dependent, abused, or neglected
chil dren;

(c) Assisting children who are in conflict with their parents, and
assisting parents who are in conflict with their children, wth
servi ces designed to resol ve such conflicts;

(d) Protecting and pronoting the welfare of children, including the
strengt hening of their own homes where possible, or, where needed;

(e) Providing adequate care of children away from their hones in
foster famly honmes or day care or other child care agencies or
facilities.

"Child welfare services" does not include <child protection
servi ces.

(5 "Commttee" neans the child welfare transformation design
comm ttee.
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(6) "Departnment"” neans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(7) "Extended foster care services" neans residential and other
support services the departnent is authorized to provide to foster
children. These services include, but are not limted to, placenent in
| i censed, relative, or otherwise approved care, or supervised

i ndependent living settings; assistance in neeting basic needs;
i ndependent living services; nedical assistance; and counseling or
treat ment.

(8) "Famly assessnent” nmeans a conprehensive assessnent of child
safety, risk of subsequent child abuse or neglect, and famly strengths
and needs that is applied to a child abuse or neglect report. Famly
assessnent does not include a determ nation as to whether child abuse
or neglect occurred, but does determne the need for services to
address the safety of the <child and the risk of subsequent
mal t r eat nent .

(9) "Measurable effects" neans a statistically significant change
which occurs as a result of the service or services a supervising
agency is assigned in a performance-based contract, in tinme periods
established in the contract.

(10) "Qut-of-honme care services" neans services provided after the
shelter care hearing to or for children in out-of-honme care, as that
termis defined in RCW 13.34.030, and their famlies, including the
recruitnment, trai ni ng, and managenent of foster parents, t he
recruitment of adoptive famlies, and the facilitation of the adoption
process, famly reunification, independent |iving, enmergency shelter,
residential group care, and foster care, including relative placenent.

(11) "Performance-based contracting" neans the structuring of al
aspects of the procurenent of services around the purpose of the work
to be perfornmed and the desired results with the contract requirenents
set forth in clear, specific, and objective ternms wth neasurable
out cones. Contracts shall also include provisions that Iink the
performance of the contractor to the level and timng of reinbursenent.

(12) "Permanency services" neans long-term services provided to
secure a child's safety, permanency, and well-being, including foster
care services, famly reunification services, adoption services, and
preparation for independent |iving services.

E2SSB 5405 p. 18
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(13) "Primary prevention services" nmeans services which are
desi gned and delivered for the primary purpose of enhancing child and
famly well-being and are shown, by anal ysis of outcones, to reduce the
risk tothe likelihood of the initial need for child welfare services.

(14) "Supervising agency" neans an agency licensed by the state
under RCW74.15.090, or licensed by a federally recognized Indian tribe
|located in this state under RCW 74.15.190, that has entered into a
performance-based contract wth the departnent to provide case
managenent for the delivery and docunentation of child welfare
services, as defined in this section. This definition is applicable on
or after Decenber 30, 2015.

(15) "Medical condition" neans, for the purpose of qualifying for
extended foster care services, a_short-term or |ong-term physical or
nental health condition as verified and docunented by a health care
provi der.

(16) _"Nonm nor _dependent” neans_any_individual age_eighteen_to
twenty-one years _for whomthere was an open_dependency proceedi ng at
the tinme that he or she reached the age of eighteen years, or _who is
released from the juvenile rehabilitation admnistration and_ had_an
open dependency proceeding at the tinme of his or her commtnent, and
who neets the eligibility requirenents for extended foster care
services authorized under RCW 74. 13. 031.

(17) "Supervised independent |iving" includes, but is not limted
to, apartnent living, room_ and_ board arrangenents, college or
university dormtories, and shared roonmate setti ngs.

Sec. 7. RCW74.13.031 and 2012 ¢ 52 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent and supervising agencies shall devel op,
adm ni ster, supervise, and nonitor a coordi nated and conprehensive pl an
t hat establishes, aids, and strengthens services for the protection and
care of runaway, dependent, or negl ected children.

(2) Wthin available resources, the departnent and supervising
agenci es shall recruit an adequate nunber of prospective adoptive and
foster hones, both regular and specialized, i.e. honmes for children of
ethnic mnority, including Indian homes for Indian children, sibling
groups, handi capped and enotionally disturbed, teens, pregnant and
parenting teens, and the departnent shall annually report to the
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governor and the legislature concerning the departnent's and
supervi sing agency's success in: (a) Meeting the need for adoptive and
foster hone placenents; (b) reducing the foster parent turnover rate;
(c) completing hone studies for legally free children; and (d)
inplementing and operating the passport program required by RCW

74.13.285. The report shall include a section entitled "Foster Hone
Turn- Over, Causes and Recommendati ons. ™
(3) The departnment shall investigate conplaints of any recent act

or failure to act on the part of a parent or caretaker that results in
death, serious physical or enotional harm or sexual abuse or
exploitation, or that presents an immnent risk of serious harm and on
the basis of the findings of such investigation, offer child welfare
services in relation to the problemto such parents, |egal custodi ans,
or persons serving in |oco parentis, and/or bring the situation to the
attention of an appropriate court, or another community agency. An
investigation is not required of nonaccidental injuries which are
clearly not the result of a lack of care or supervision by the child's
parents, |egal custodians, or persons serving in loco parentis. |If the
investigation reveals that a crinme against a child may have been
commtted, the departnment shall notify the appropriate | aw enforcenent
agency.

(4) The departnent or supervising agencies shall offer, on a
voluntary basis, famly reconciliation services to famlies who are in
conflict.

(5) The departnent or supervising agencies shall nonitor placenents
of children in out-of-hone care and i n-hone dependencies to assure the
safety, well-being, and quality of care being provided is within the
scope of the intent of the legislature as defined in RCW 74.13. 010 and
74.15.010. Under this section children in out-of-honme care and i n-hone
dependencies and their caregivers shall receive a private and
i ndi vidual face-to-face visit each nonth. The departnment and the
supervi si ng agenci es shall randomy select no I ess than ten percent of
the caregivers currently providing care to receive one unannounced
face-to-face visit in the caregiver's home per year. No caregiver wll
recei ve an unannounced visit through the random sel ection process for
two consecutive years. |f the caseworker makes a good faith effort to
conduct the unannounced visit to a caregiver and is unable to do so,
that nonth's visit to that caregiver need not be unannounced. The
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departnment and supervising agencies are encouraged to group nonthly
visits to caregivers by geographic area so that in the event an
unannounced visit cannot be conpleted, the casewrker my conplete
other required nonthly visits. The departnent shall use a nethod of
random sel ection that does not cause a fiscal inpact to the departnent.

The departnent or supervising agencies shall conduct the nonthly
visits with children and caregivers to whom it is providing child
wel fare servi ces.

(6) The departnent and supervi sing agencies shall have authority to
accept custody of children from parents and to accept custody of
children fromjuvenile courts, where authorized to do so under |law, to
provide child welfare services including placenent for adoption, to
provide for the routine and necessary nedical, dental, and nental
health care, or necessary energency care of the children, and to
provide for the physical care of such children and nmeke paynent of
mai nt enance costs if needed. Except where required by Public Law 95-
608 (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1915), no private adoption agency which receives
children for adoption from the departnent shall discrimnate on the
basis of race, creed, or color when considering applications in their
pl acenent for adoption.

(7) The departnent and supervising agency shall have authority to
provi de tenporary shelter to children who have run away from honme and
who are admtted to crisis residential centers.

(8) The departnent and supervising agency shall have authority to
purchase care for children

(9) The departnment shall establish a children's services advisory
commttee with sufficient nenbers representing supervising agencies
whi ch shall assist the secretary in the devel opnent of a partnership
plan for utilizing resources of the public and private sectors, and
advise on all matters pertaining to child welfare, licensing of child
care agencies, adoption, and services related thereto. At |east one
menber shall represent the adoption conmunity.

(10)(a) The departnent and supervising agencies shall ((have
adther+ty—t6)) provide continued extended foster care services to
( { youth —ages —etghteen—to —bwenty-one —years — Lo —partieipate —-n—o+
cofplete)) nonm nor dependents who are:

(i) Enrolled _in a secondary education program or a secondary
educati on equi val ency program((+)). or
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(ii) Enrolled and_participating _in a postsecondary academ c or
post secondary vocati onal education program_

(b) Subject to the availability of anmpunts appropriated for this
specific purpose, the departnent and supervising agencies shall provide
continued extended foster care services to nonm nor dependents who are:

(i) Participating in_a program or_ activity designed to_pronote
enpl oynent or renove barriers to enpl oynent;

(ii) Engaged in enploynent for eighty hours or nore per nonth; or

(iii) Incapable of engaging in_any of the activities described in
(a)(i) or (ii) and (b)(i) through (iii) of this subsection due to a
nedi cal condition that is supported by regularly updated information.

(c) The department shall develop and inplenent rules regarding
youth eligibility requirenents.

(11) The departnment shall have authority to provide adoption
support benefits, or relative guardi anshi p subsi di es on behalf of youth
ages eighteen to twenty-one years who achieved pernmanency through
adoption or a relative guardianship at age sixteen or older and who
meet the criteria described in subsection (10) of this section.

(12) The departnment shall refer cases to the division of child
support whenever state or federal funds are expended for the care and
mai ntenance of a child, including a child with a devel opnental
disability who is placed as a result of an action under chapter 13.34
RCW unl ess the departnent finds that there is good cause not to pursue
collection of child support against the parent or parents of the child.
Cases involving individuals age eighteen through twenty shall not be
referred to the division of child support unless required by federa
| aw.

(13) The departnent and supervising agencies shall have authority
wi thin funds appropriated for foster care services to purchase care for
I ndi an children who are in the custody of a federally recognized I ndi an
tribe or tribally licensed child-placing agency pursuant to parenta
consent, tribal court order, or state juvenile court order; and the
purchase of such care shall be subject to the sanme eligibility
standards and rates of support applicable to other children for whom
t he departnent purchases care.

Not wi t hstanding any other provision of RCW 13.32A 170 through
13. 32A. 200 and 74.13.032 through 74.13.036, or of this section all
services to be provided by the departnent under subsections (4), (6),
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and (7) of this section, subject to the Ilimtations of these
subsections, nmay be provided by any program offering such services
funded pursuant to Titles Il and Ill of the federal juvenile justice
and del i nquency prevention act of 1974.

(14) Wthin anmounts appropriated for this specific purpose, the
supervi si ng agency or departnent shall provide preventive services to
famlies with children that prevent or shorten the duration of an out-
of - hone pl acenent.

(15) The departnent and supervising agencies shall have authority
to provide i ndependent |iving services to youths, including individuals
who have attai ned ei ghteen years of age, and have not attained twenty-
one years of age who are or have been in foster care.

(16) The departnent and supervi sing agenci es shall consult at | east
quarterly with foster parents, including nenbers of the foster parent
association of Washington state, for the purpose of receiving
i nformati on and comrent regarding how the departnent and supervi sing
agencies are performng the duties and neeting the obligations
specified in this section and RCW74.13. 250 and 74. 13. 320 regardi ng the
recruitment of foster hones, reducing foster parent turnover rates
providing effective training for foster parents, and adm nistering a
coordi nated and conprehensive plan that strengthens services for the
protection of children. Consultation shall occur at the regional and
statew de | evel s.

(17)(a) The departnent shall, within current funding | evels, place
on its public web site a docunent |isting the duties and
responsibilities the departnent has to a child subject to a dependency
petition including, but not limted to, the follow ng:

(1) Reasonable efforts, including the provision of services, toward
reunification of the child with his or her famly;

(1) Sibling visits subject to the restrictions in RCW
13.34.136(2)(b)(ii);

(1i1) Parent-child visits;

(iv) Statutory preference for placenent with a relative or other
suitabl e person, if appropriate; and

(v) Statutory preference for an out-of-home placenent that allows
the childto remain in the same school or school district, if practical
and inthe child s best interests.
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(b) The docunment nust be prepared in conjunction with a conmunity-
based organi zati on and nust be updated as needed.

Sec. 8. RCW74.13.031 and 2012 ¢ 259 s 8 and 2012 ¢ 52 s 2 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent and supervising agencies shall devel op,
adm ni ster, supervise, and nonitor a coordi nated and conprehensive pl an
t hat establishes, aids, and strengthens services for the protection and
care of runaway, dependent, or negl ected children.

(2) Wthin available resources, the departnent and supervising
agenci es shall recruit an adequate nunber of prospective adoptive and
foster hones, both regular and specialized, i.e. honmes for children of
ethnic mnority, including Indian homes for Indian children, sibling
groups, handi capped and enotionally disturbed, teens, pregnant and
parenting teens, and the departnent shall annually report to the
governor and the legislature concerning the departnent's and
supervi sing agency's success in: (a) Meeting the need for adoptive and
foster hone placenents; (b) reducing the foster parent turnover rate;
(c) conpleting honme studies for legally free children; and (d)
inplementing and operating the passport program required by RCW

74.13.285. The report shall include a section entitled "Foster Hone
Tur n- Over, Causes and Reconmendati ons.”
(3) The departnent shall investigate conplaints of any recent act

or failure to act on the part of a parent or caretaker that results in
death, serious physical or enotional harm or sexual abuse or
exploitation, or that presents an immnent risk of serious harm and on
the basis of the findings of such investigation, offer child welfare
services in relation to the problemto such parents, |egal custodi ans,
or persons serving in |loco parentis, and/or bring the situation to the
attention of an appropriate court, or another conmmunity agency. An
investigation is not required of nonaccidental injuries which are
clearly not the result of a lack of care or supervision by the child's
parents, |egal custodians, or persons serving in loco parentis. |If the
investigation reveals that a crinme against a child may have been
commtted, the departnment shall notify the appropriate | aw enforcenent
agency.

(4) As provided in RCW26.44.030(11), the departnent may respond to
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a report of child abuse or neglect by using the famly assessnent
response.

(5) The departnment or supervising agencies shall offer, on a
voluntary basis, famly reconciliation services to famlies who are in
conflict.

(6) The departnent or supervising agencies shall nonitor placenents
of children in out-of-honme care and i n-hone dependencies to assure the
safety, well-being, and quality of care being provided is within the
scope of the intent of the legislature as defined in RCW 74.13. 010 and
74.15.010. Under this section children in out-of-hone care and i n-hone
dependencies and their caregivers shall receive a private and
i ndi vidual face-to-face visit each nonth. The departnent and the
supervi si ng agenci es shall randomy select no I ess than ten percent of
the caregivers currently providing care to receive one unannounced
face-to-face visit in the caregiver's home per year. No caregiver wll
recei ve an unannounced visit through the random sel ection process for
two consecutive years. |f the caseworker makes a good faith effort to
conduct the unannounced visit to a caregiver and is unable to do so,
that nonth's visit to that caregiver need not be unannounced. The
departnment and supervising agencies are encouraged to group nonthly
visits to caregivers by geographic area so that in the event an
unannounced visit cannot be conpleted, the casewrker my conplete
other required nonthly visits. The departnent shall use a nethod of
random sel ection that does not cause a fiscal inpact to the departnent.

The departnent or supervising agencies shall conduct the nonthly
visits with children and caregivers to whom it is providing child
wel fare servi ces.

(7) The departnent and supervi sing agenci es shall have authority to
accept custody of children from parents and to accept custody of
children fromjuvenile courts, where authorized to do so under |law, to
provide child welfare services including placenent for adoption, to
provide for the routine and necessary nedical, dental, and nental
health care, or necessary energency care of the children, and to
provide for the physical care of such children and nmeke paynent of
mai nt enance costs if needed. Except where required by Public Law 95-
608 (25 U.S.C. Sec. 1915), no private adoption agency which receives
children for adoption from the departnent shall discrimnate on the
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basis of race, creed, or color when considering applications in their
pl acenent for adoption.

(8) The departnent and supervising agency shall have authority to
provi de tenporary shelter to children who have run away from honme and
who are admtted to crisis residential centers.

(9) The departnent and supervising agency shall have authority to
purchase care for children

(10) The departnent shall establish a children's services advisory
commnttee with sufficient nenbers representing supervising agencies
whi ch shall assist the secretary in the devel opnent of a partnership
plan for utilizing resources of the public and private sectors, and
advise on all matters pertaining to child welfare, licensing of child
care agenci es, adoption, and services related thereto. At |east one
menber shall represent the adoption conmmunity.

(11)(a) The departnent and supervising agencies shall ((have
abther+ty—t6)) provide continued extended foster care services to
( { youth —ages —etghteen—to — bwenty-one —years — Lo —partieipate — - —o+
cofplete)) nonm nor dependents who are:

(i) Enrolled in a secondary education program or a secondary
educati on equi val ency program((+)). or

(ii) Enrolled and_participating _in a postsecondary academ c or
post secondary vocati onal educati on program_

(b) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for_ this
specific purpose, the departnent and supervising agencies shall provide
continued extended foster care services to nonm nor dependents who are:

(1) Participating in_a program or_activity designed to_pronote
enpl oynent or renove barriers to enpl oynent;

(ii) Engaged in enploynent for eighty hours or nore per nonth; or

(iii) Incapable of engaging in any of the activities described in
(a)(i) or (ii) and (b)(i) through (iii) of this subsection due to a
nedi cal condition that is supported by regularly updated information.

(c) The departnment shall develop and inplenent rules regarding
youth eligibility requirenents.

(12) The departnment shall have authority to provide adoption
support benefits, or relative guardi anshi p subsi di es on behalf of youth
ages eighteen to twenty-one years who achieved pernmanency through
adoption or a relative guardianship at age sixteen or older and who
meet the criteria described in subsection (11) of this section.
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(13) The departnment shall refer cases to the division of child
support whenever state or federal funds are expended for the care and
mai ntenance of a child, including a child with a devel opnental
disability who is placed as a result of an action under chapter 13.34
RCW unl ess the departnent finds that there is good cause not to pursue
collection of child support against the parent or parents of the child.
Cases involving individuals age eighteen through twenty shall not be
referred to the division of child support unless required by federa
| aw.

(14) The departnent and supervising agencies shall have authority
wi thin funds appropriated for foster care services to purchase care for
I ndian children who are in the custody of a federally recognized I ndi an
tribe or tribally licensed child-placing agency pursuant to parenta
consent, tribal court order, or state juvenile court order; and the
purchase of such care shall be subject to the sanme eligibility
standards and rates of support applicable to other children for whom
t he departnent purchases care.

Not wi t hstanding any other provision of RCW 13.32A 170 through
13. 32A. 200 and 74.13.032 through 74.13.036, or of this section all
services to be provided by the departnent under subsections (4), (7),

and (8) of this section, subject to the Ilimtations of these
subsections, nmay be provided by any program offering such services
funded pursuant to Titles Il and Ill of the federal juvenile justice

and del i nquency prevention act of 1974.

(15) Wthin anmounts appropriated for this specific purpose, the
supervi si ng agency or departnent shall provide preventive services to
famlies with children that prevent or shorten the duration of an out-
of - hone pl acenent.

(16) The departnent and supervising agencies shall have authority
to provide i ndependent living services to youths, including individuals
who have attained ei ghteen years of age, and have not attained twenty-
one years of age who are or have been in foster care.

(17) The departnent and supervi sing agenci es shall consult at | east
quarterly with foster parents, including nenbers of the foster parent
association of Wshington state, for the purpose of receiving
i nformati on and comrent regarding how the departnent and supervi sing
agencies are performng the duties and neeting the obligations
specified in this section and RCW74.13. 250 and 74. 13. 320 regardi ng the
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recruitment of foster hones, reducing foster parent turnover rates
providing effective training for foster parents, and admnistering a
coordi nated and conprehensive plan that strengthens services for the
protection of children. Consultation shall occur at the regional and
statew de | evel s.

(18) (a) The departnent shall, within current funding | evels, place
on its public web site a docunent listing the duties and
responsibilities the departnent has to a child subject to a dependency
petition including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Reasonable efforts, including the provision of services, toward
reunification of the child with his or her famly;

(1) Sibling visits subject to the restrictions in RCW
13.34.136(2)(b)(ii1);

(ti1) Parent-child visits;

(iv) Statutory preference for placenent with a relative or other
sui tabl e person, if appropriate; and

(v) Statutory preference for an out-of-home placenent that allows
the child to remain in the same school or school district, if practical
and inthe child s best interests.

(b) The docunment nust be prepared in conjunction with a conmunity-
based organi zati on and nust be updated as needed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act applies prospectively only and not
retroactively. It applies to:

(1) Dependency matters that have an open court case on the
effective date of this section; and

(2) Dependency matters for which a petitionis filed on or after
the effective date of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. Sections 5 and 7 of this act expire
Decenber 1, 2013.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. Sections 6 and 8 of this act take effect
December 1, 2013.

~-- END ---
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